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Foundation of a Baltic Lagoon Network (Balloon) 

During the 2nd International conference on coastal lagoons “European lagoons and their 
watersheds: function and biodiversity” Baltic participants representing 11 research 
organizations from 6 countries met and agreed to establish a Baltic Lagoon Network.  

The participants agreed to form a steering group based on national (regional) representation to 
develop further the organizational and scientific structure of the network and to encourage the 
steering group to represent the Baltic lagoon research community and contact similar 
networks and organizations. Major tasks of the first steering group are the establishment of 
the network partnership and the preparation of a network agreement. The first steering group 
will be in charge until the first network meeting. 

The following 6 participants agreed to be member of a first steering committee and to serve as 
regional contact persons: 

 Boris Chubarenko,  Russian Federation  chuboris@ioran.baltnet.ru  
 Marianne Holmer,  Denmark  M.holmer@biology.sdu.dk  
 Piotr Margonski,  Poland  pmargon@mir.gdynia.pl  
 Arturas Razinkovas,  Lithuania  art@corpi.ku.lt  
 Gerald Schernewski,  Germany  gerald.schernewski@io-warnemuende.de 
 Ilppo Vuorinen,  Finland ilppovuo@utu.fi  

The Coastal Research and Planning Institute (CORPI), Klaipeda University , H. Manto 84, 
Klaipeda, Lithuania 92294 (Arturas Razinkovas) serves as a preliminary office and contact 
address.  

 
Structure 

The Baltic Lagoon Network (Balloon) is an informal network, which tries to link institutions, 
groups and individual scientists interested in interdisciplinary research and management of 
lagoons and areas with restricted water exchange in the Baltic Sea region. There is no formal 
membership or a membership fee. Balloon is open for all interested individuals, groups and 
institutions and invites them to participate. Every Baltic region (country) is represented by 
one person in the steering group. The steering group members are appointed during regular 
Balloon membership meetings and appoint a chair-person. Balloon members agree to support 
the following objectives. 

 
Objectives 

 To facilitate and strengthen cross-border research, management and co-operation in Baltic 
lagoons and to provide a forum for exchange and discussion; 

 To represent the Baltic lagoon research community in the broader international scope and 
to co-operate with similar organizations in other Eco-Regions of the European Union with 
the aim to strengthen European lagoon research.  



 To develop joint and cross-border projects focused on Baltic lagoon research and to carry 
out joint research on specific relevant topics, like climate change, biodiversity etc. by 
hosting thematic focus groups. 

 To improve data and information availability about Baltic lagoons and data exchange 
between participants as well as to enhance the dissemination of scientific results;  

 To support awareness-rising about ecological problems and to support the sustainable 
management in coastal lagoons by providing scientific results and accompanying research. 

 To support the implementation of European policies in the Baltic area (e.g. Water 
Framework Directive, Natura 2000, ICZM-Recommendations etc.). 

 
Roadmap 

 Discussion and finalization of the network outline and establishment of network 
partnership (Dez. 2005) 

 Establishing contacts with other colleagues in the Baltic region, and potentially interested 
people as well as network organizations in the Baltic area and other Eco-Regions of the 
European Union. (February 2006) 

 Opening the website. Supported by the steering group the Coastal Research and Planning 
Institute, Klaipeda University agreed to establish and host the Balloon website. (February 
2006) 

 Balloon representation on the DITTY project meeting, Montpellier, February 22-28, to 
discuss scientific lagoon projects with a European dimension and a cooperation with 
respect to the forthcoming 7th FRAMEWORK programme. 

 Preparation of the first Balloon meeting during the Eutrophication conference, June 20-23, 
2006, Odense, Denmark and support of a thematic session on coastal lagoons. 

 Participation in the preparation of the 3rd European Lagoon Conference (autumn 2007 or 
spring 2008 in Montenegro. 



Balloon-Webpage 
 

Structure 

- Welcome (Mission, Objectives, Steering group) Arturas? 

- Partners (links to network partner institutes and organisations) all?? 

- Baltic Lagoons (short description of all Baltic lagoons incl. Web-link similar to Lagunet 
http://www.dsa.unipr.it/lagunet/english/index.htm) all e.g. selected German Lagoons: 
Oder/Odra lagoon, Großer Jasmunder Bodden, Greifswalder Bodden, Darss-Zingster 
Bodden, Salzhaff.  

- Dokuments (database with pdf‘s of relevant papers, articles, documents etc. about Baltic 
lagoons) Gerald, EUCC-D (2006) 

- Projects (database with relevant Baltic lagoon projects) Gerald, EUCC-D, ready 

- Experts: (database containing Baltic lagoon experts and Balloon individual members) 
Gerald, EUCC-D (2006) 

- Events (database with lagoon events and conferences) Gerald, EUCC-D, ready 

- Journals (links to relevant lagoon journals) Arturas?? 

- Links (links to partner networks and organisations: Ditty, EUCC......) Arturas?? 

 


